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Town Acquires Properties Along Main Street 
Last week, the Council voted to purchase two properties near the corner of 
North River Road and Main Street.  You probably have some questions. 

So where are these properties?  They’re shown at right.  There are eight 
separate lots, but everything is held by two owners.  Block 1 is owned by the 
proprietor of Sergio’s, and Block 2 is owned by a trust out of Cincinnati. 

Why did the Town want those properties?  The properties are needed 
for one of our long-term street projects, but they also have significant uses 
right now. 

The long-term project is a connector which could run from North River 
Road all the way to Mt. Crawford Avenue.  It would provide a badly needed 
east-west link across Main Street, and it would funnel traffic to enter Main 
at the Mt. Crawford Avenue stoplight.  But bear in mind that it is a long-
term project.  We still need more land, and we’re not looking to buy 
anything which isn’t for sale. 

In the short term, we’ll be putting the properties to other uses, all of which 
will be compatible with the connector.  We’re still pushing hard for a pharmacy.  A combination pharmacy/medical 
practice is willing to move to Block 1, but they need to sort out some funding issues.  We are willing to wait a while, but 
if they cannot come here, we will likely repurpose the lot for a restaurant.  We are not expecting The Supply Room in 
Block 2 to move immediately, but when they do, we are contemplating a small attraction which will be fun for residents 
and visitors alike.  Throughout these lots, we will be building a demonstration project allowing parking on grass 
protected by turf supports.  The project will turn a giant paved area into a giant green area, and it will also prove that 
parking lots don’t have to create stormwater problems. 

Lastly, there is a residential tenant at 104 North River Road in Block 2.  We don’t plan on forcing them to leave.  They 
should be able to stay indefinitely.   

Did you force anyone to sell?  Nope.  Early this year, we were exploring the combination of some parcels to pitch to a 
potential new business.  Some landowners in the area said “no” and some said “maybe.”  So when the pharmacy issue 
came up, we returned to the “maybes” and asked about price.  They gave us prices, and we took options which allowed 
us to purchase by mid-December.  Council appropriated the money to exercise the options last week. 

So what is the price?  $735,000 for the Block 1 and $390,000 for Block 2. 

What is your source of funding for these properties?  We are using federal funding from the American Rescue Plan 
Act.  The purchase is consistent with our philosophy of using ARPA funds to invest in the future.   

Why hasn’t there been more public discussion about this?  Mainly as a courtesy to the sellers and their tenants.  
Announcing the options could have hurt Sergio’s business and needlessly worried the tenants on Block 2 properties. 

What will we see first on the properties?  The grass parking area will probably be installed in the first half of next 
year.  By then, we will either have announced that a pharmacy will be coming, or we will have repurposed the Sergio’s 
building.  Hopefully, shortly thereafter, we will have finalized plans for the attraction on Block 2.  There is no schedule 
for the connector road, but we will be interested in purchasing additional properties when the owners are interested in 
selling.  We’ll be patient. 
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Christmas Tree Lighting 
Our annual 

Generations Park 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
will take place on Sunday, 
November 28.  Enjoy ice 
skating while we flip the 
switch on our 42’ 
Christmas tree! 

Refreshments will be 
served, with the lights 
coming on at 6:30 p.m.  
We hope you’ll join us as 
we kick off the holiday 
season at Generations 
Park!   

Ice Skating Returns to Gen Park 

 We’re very excited to reopen Generations Park for ice 
skating, starting on Thanksgiving Day!  Here’s some 
information to get you ready for the upcoming season: 

 Each ice skating session will last 1.5 hours, with a 30-
minute period between ice skating sessions.  

 A maximum of 60 skaters are allowed to skate during 
each skating session. 

 Tickets will be required for ice 
skating.  You will be able to 
purchase them online through 
ThunderTix at bridgewater.town.  
Skate sessions are $5 per person 
with skate rentals available for $4. 

 B-Rec holders:  Ice skating is still free with a B-Rec 
card, but you will need to reserve a session in-person 
at Generations Park.  (You can reserve a session 
online, but you will have to pay $5 per person.  Skate 
rentals are also free if you present your B-Rec card.) 

Ice Skating Parties at GP 
 Have your special gathering at the coolest place in 
Town!  We have a limited number of dates available for 
private parties: 

 January 30, February 13, 20, and 27 

Parties are available from 10:00-11:30 a.m. and cost $175, 
which includes a private skating session and rental skates 
for guests.  To reserve an ice skating party, please call     
B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Ice Skating Lessons 
The Generations Park Ice 

Academy is returning this season 
for group, private, and semi-
private ice skating lessons for 
skaters aged three years and up!   

For more information on 
lessons, please contact Ashleigh 
Welch at bridgewater.ice@gmail.com.  Check out 
Bridgewater Buzz News for more information about 
upcoming lessons! 

2021-2022 Ice Skating Schedule 
 

Date  Hours                             

Monday  5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Tuesday  3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.       

Wednesday  5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Thursday  3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Friday  3:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.  

Saturday  12:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday  12:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.   

Skating & skate rentals are FREE for Town residents 
(Please show your B-Rec card for free admission.) 

Non-resident skate times are $5.00                                
and skate rentals are $4.00.   

Our phone number at Gen Park is (540) 908-3799. 
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The 1835 Promise 

 While it’s not exactly the Situation Room here at 
201 Green Street, sometimes we do have important 
decisions to make.  In the decision-making process, 
we always try to simplify matters so we can apply 
our core principles and questions.  You would be 
surprised how often we simply ask ourselves, “Why 
are we here?” 

 Unlike counties, towns exist for a specific 
reason.  You see, counties were created when a guy 
in the state capital—I always picture him with wire-
rim glasses and a green eyeshade—drew a line on a 
map.  Counties are an administrative convenience 
for the state.  But for the most part, cities and towns 
(or “municipal corporations”) are something entirely 
different.  They were created when groups of 
citizens banded together and declared, “We want 
something better!”  In petitioning the General 

Assembly for a charter, these citizens were saying 
that, by working together, they could do more than 
their county could do for them. 

 With that bit of history in place, it is easy to see 
why Bridgewater exists.  Our residents are legatees 
of what we call the “1835 Promise,” and we are here 
to provide them a higher level of service than they 
can get outside of Town.  So when a developer says, 
“That’s not the way VDOT does it,” we might just 
say “Thank you!”  Or when a new business wants to 
come to Town, our first question isn’t about tax 
base, it’s about whether the business would improve 
life in Bridgewater.  Or when Save The Kudzu wants 
us to pass a resolution opposing the use of 
Roundup, we don’t take much interest in the issue, 
because it’s not our fight. 

 Our hope here is twofold.  First, we hope that 
you feel protected by the 1835 Promise and you 
believe we are being faithful to it.  Second, we hope 
that you can apply this question—“Why are we 
here?”—to gain better insight on what we do and 
why. 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“Our residents are legatees of what we call 
the ‘1835 Promise,’ and we are here to 

provide them a higher level of service than 
they can get outside of Town.” 

Sign up for bridgewater.buzz. 

All the news fit to buzz every day, 
and free stuff every month! 

(See free popcorn offer on page 4.) 

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center 

 Residents can bring their own, pre-sorted, recyclable 
materials to the Recycle Center at Sandy Bottom Park. 
Residents will need to present a proof of residency (B-Rec 
card or Driver’s License).  Then the items will need to be 
placed into the appropriately labeled container. A staff 
member will be on site to provide assistance.  

Sandy Bottom Recycle Center Hours of Operation: 

 Wednesday-Friday:  

 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 

 Saturday:    

 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.  

Materials accepted in marked bins: 

 #1, #2, and #5 Plastics 
 Glass 
 Aluminum beverage cans 
 Plastic bags and printer cartridges 
 Computer hard drives, SSD’s flash drive, phones 

and chipped credit cards (HIPAA compliant 
destruction) 

 Steel and bi-metal cans 
 Office paper (Shredded or White)  
 Cardboard, newspaper, and magazines 
 Paper Shredding 

Questions?  Please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

2022 Park Shelter Reservations 

  The reservation 
calendar is open for 
reserving a park shelter in 
2022 at Oakdale, 
Wildwood, or Sandy 
Bottom Park.  Just visit 
the Community Pass link 
at bridgewater.town to 
make your reservation.  
Shelter reservations are free for Town residents; 
reservation fees apply to non-residents.   
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Municipal Calendar 

November 25 ................... Thanksgiving - Town Offices 
............................................. and Recycle Center Closed 

December 6 .................... Personal Property Taxes Due 

December 14 ........... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
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Follow Up:  Gen Oak Connector 

 It’s been a while since our last Gen Oak Connector 
update.  Our Town Attorney is working on acquiring 
easements so we can proceed to bid the project.   We’re 
following federal guidelines for right-of-way acquisition, so 
it will take several  months to wrap up this work.   

 We look forward to bidding and constructing Gen Oak 
in 2022, which will create a safe walking path between 
Generations Park and Oakdale Park.   

Local 
Postal Customer 

Upcoming Events 

November 25 ................Ice Skating Begins at Gen Park 

November 28 ........ Christmas Tree Lighting - 6:30 p.m. 

December 13 ................... Blood Drive - Noon-6:00 p.m. 
................................... (Bridgewater Community Center) 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Upcoming Films at Sipe Center 

No outside food or drinks 
permitted in theater 

 

$5 for all movies 

www.sipecenter.com 

Ron’s Gone Wrong (PG) 

Friday, Nov. 19: 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 20: 4 & 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Nov. 21: 2 & 5:30 p.m. 

 

Eternals (PG-13) 
 

Thursday, Dec. 2:  6:30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 3:  6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 4:   4 & 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 5:  2 & 5:30 p.m. 

Sign up to receive the bridgewater.buzz 

and receive free popcorn for this show! 

(Coupon will be emailed on Nov. 19) 

A Christmas Story (PG) 

Friday, Nov. 26:  1:30, 4:00 & 
  7:00 p.m. 

Trash Reminder:   

Your Waste Management cart should be curbside by 6:00 a.m. on your collection day. 
For further trash information please visit bridgewater.town. 

Follow Buzz News to hear first about 

other great holiday films in December! 


